4 




United States B^tent and Trademark Oftice 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Addre»; COMMISSIONER FOR PATENfTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Vnginia 22313-1450 
www.aspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/625,787 



07/26/2000 



James A. Schwindeman 



208-6152 



20792 7590 06/24/2003 

MYERS BIGEL SIBLEY & SAJOVEC 
PO BOX 37428 
RALEIGH, NC 27627 



7855 



EXAMINER 



MULLIS, JEFFREY C 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



1711 

DATE MAILED: 06/24/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/625.787 
Examiner 



Jeffrey C. Mullis 



Appllcant(s) 

SCHWINDEMAN ETAl/ 



£2: 



Art Unit 

1711 



~ "^^^ MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 

Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

' f«o?Q/5".l°L*n^^^^ available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. ^ *- j j 

' II ^^""^ 1°' '^^'.^ specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timelv 

■ Fl^lurHo^iKi^^^ "^ir ""^ f '^""^^ ^PP'y ^"^ ^ 'P'^^ MONTHS from'^he moling d^e of t^iT communication 

- Failure o reply w^hm the s^or extended penod for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U S C 5 133) 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b) ^ '«uuue any 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communicatlon(s) filed on 24 March 2003 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)IE This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed m accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C D 11 453 O G 213 
Disposition of Claims 

4) |gl Claim(s) 17.22.25.27 and 92 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5m Claim(s/?)^^/Ire allowed. 

6) K Claim(s) 22 is/are rejected. 

7) n Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is; a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C, §§119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staoe 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

1 5) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 
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All previous rejections have been withdrawn. 

Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S. C. § 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicants 
regard as the invention. 

Claim 22 depends from a cancelled base claim and as the base 
claim is cancelled, it is unclear what "the composition of claim 
20" is. 

Applicants' remarks are moot since all previous rejections 
have been withdrawn. 

With regard to the references indicated in the "X" category 
on applicants' search report, the instant claims dependent on 
claim 17 as well as claim 17 are deemed allowable over this art 
since the references do not teach or fairly suggest a composition 
comprising one or more protective f unctionalized chain extended 
anionic polymerization initiators of the formula shown at line 4 
of claim 17 or line 6 of claim 17 in combination with at least 
one additional initiator shown at lines 9 or 11 of claim 17. 

Claim 22 is too unclear to determine whether or not it is 
allowable over the prior art. 

This Office action is not being made FINAL . 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Jeffrey 
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Mullis whose telephone number is (703) 308-2820, The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 to 6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, James Seidleck, can be 
reached on (703) 308-2462. The fax phone number for this Group 
is before final (703) 872-9310 and after final (703) 8729311. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application or proceeding should be directed to the Group 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-2351. 

J. Mullis :cdc 

June 23, 2 0 03 ^Ofti^^- 




